Sample Letter to Legislators

Dear      

I am getting more concerned everyday about the ability of doctors in West Virginia to continue offering care to patients across the state. All indications point to the fact that West Virginia is experiencing a medical liability crisis, and we need your help to resolve it. 

For more than a year, doctors and hospitals in West Virginia have been receiving notices from their insurance carriers that they will either not be renewed or that their insurance premium has doubled and even tripled in cost.  A number of doctors have decided to leave the state or to discontinue their practice and hospitals have also seen doctors limit their practice privileges so as to decrease their risk and thus lower their insurance premiums. As a result, there are now areas of the state where access to certain types of medical service are no longer available. 

I am aware that a coalition of health care providers is continuing to work with legislative leadership and the Administration for a solution to this very complex problem, part of which includes comprehensive medical liability reform. 

Please consider some of the following liability reforms that will provide protection and compensation for injured patients while not unfairly punishing health care providers in medical liability cases: 
· Tightening requirements for experts by requiring that the experts devote three-fourths of their time to the active clinical practice in their relevant field; 

· Limiting liability on non-economic loss to $250,000; 

· Elimination of joint and several liability in favor of several liability with each defendant responsible only for damages in proportion to their degree of fault; 

· Provisions for consideration of collateral source payments and reduction of recovery by plaintiff of any damages assessed toward a nonparty who has previously settled the claim outside of court; and

· Establishment of a procedure for periodic payments for future damages above $100,000

· Consumer safeguards on attorney contingency fee arrangements. 

Unless there is an effort to change the medical liability laws in West Virginia, I believe we will continue to see doctors leave the state and access to health care will continue to be severely jeopardized.  

Please vote to bring balance, common sense and fairness to our medical liability laws. Please support the above reforms of the civil justice system. 

Sincerely,

